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Lima hosted 1,000 delegates from approximately 90 countries at the Eighth International AntiCorruption Conference, Sept. 7-11. The theme of the conference was "The State and Civil Society
in the Struggle against Corruption." In addition to government representatives, the International
Monetary Fund (IMF), World Bank, and UN also sent representatives to the conference to discuss
how corrupt administrations discourage foreign investment and to help develop more reliable ways
of measuring the level of corruption in national governments.
According to a report presented at the conference by Transparency International (TI) a
nongovernmental organization dedicated to combatting political corruption US$600 billion a year is
lost to corruption around the world. That figure represents the estimated total of commissions paid
worldwide for public contracts and arms procurement, bribes to judges and political authorities, and
accommodations to drug traffickers. TI said that Nigeria, Bolivia, and Colombia are the three most
corrupt nations in the world.
At the opening of the conference, Peruvian President Alberto Fujimori called for honest, open
politics to fight "one of the greatest problems of our time," and said it is necessary to "promote a
culture of honesty." The international press was quick to point out the irony of a conference focusing
on corruption in a country and a continent wracked by corruption scandals. In the past few years,
two Latin American presidents have been removed from office following allegations of corruption,
Fernando Collor of Brazil and Abdala Bucaram of Ecuador.
Three other presidents or former presidents Ernesto Samper of Colombia, Alan Garcia of Peru,
and Carlos Andres Perez of Venezuela were tried on corruption charges. The administration
of Argentine President Carlos Menem has repeatedly been described as corrupt by political
adversaries, and the administrations of Paraguayan President Juan Carlos Wasmosy and former
Uruguayan president Luis Lacalle have also been tainted by allegations of corruption (see NotiSur,
09/27/96, 10/18/96, 08/01/97).
Fujimori has seen his support plummet with increasingly damaging political scandals, including
reports of torture, murder, and corruption in the intelligence services; allegations that the
intelligence services were involved in telephone wiretapping of prominent Peruvians; and
widespread criticism that the judiciary and the Congress are totally controlled by the executive (see
NotiSur, 04/25/97 and 06/06/97).

Peru's attorney general says he has no authority
Adding to Peru's tarnished reputation as a very shaky democracy, attorney general Miguel Aljovin
told delegates to the conference that he has no real power since the government created its own
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special investigative body. Aljovin refused to chair a debate on the role of attorney generals,
claiming his position in Peru was purely decorative. "I have a romantic position," Aljovin said.
"Successive laws passed by Congress have reduced the importance of the attorney general's post to
its minimum."
Aljovin passed the chair for the conference debate to Blanca Nelida Colan, the event's coordinator
and his predecessor. Colan left her post as attorney general in January after serving the legal
maximum of six years. She immediately assumed the position of president of the executive
committee of the Public Ministry a post created especially for her by the government which
incorporated most of the duties of the attorney general.
Earlier this year, Colan gained notoriety when she publicly defended Fujimori's shadowy security
adviser, Vladimiro Montesinos, well before an investigation opened into his alleged illegal activities.
Opponents charge that Colan is closely aligned to Fujimori and routinely rubber-stamps his policies,
a charge she denies. "Peru is a moderately corrupt country. We are not among the nations at the
top of the Transparency International list," said Colan. She added that in Peru the other branches of
power do not interfere with the work of prosecutors investigating corruption, an assertion disputed
by Peru's political opposition and international human rights groups.
Colan urged the countries represented at the conference to adopt ancient Inca ethics as their guiding
principles in fighting corruption. "We want to forge a new millennium based on the three Inca rules:
do not steal, do not lie, do not be idle," said Colan. Colan's critics said the call to return to the values
of the Incas would have had more impact if it did not come from a woman regarded by many as
keeping the corrupt in power rather than weeding them out. Some delegates issued a press release
objecting to Colan's coordination of the forum, which said, "Rather than defend the Constitution,
Dr. Colan symbolizes the obstruction of investigations into government corruption."
Peruvian political analyst Mirko Lauer summed up the cynicism of many Peruvians when he
described the conference as just more talk, like the seven anti-corruption conferences that preceded
it. "It sounds like an undertaking with great impact, but the lack of convincing results has gradually
turned the political crusade into a private consulting firm, a branch of academic studies, and a
handy club for clobbering governments or opponents," said Lauer. "There is no corruption without
private initiative. Developing countries were first told that neoliberalism would bring prosperity,
but now they are told that neoliberal reforms cannot bring results because of corruption." (Sources:
Notimex, 08/31/97; Agence France- Presse, 09/07/97, 09/08/97; Reuter, 09/07/97, 09/10/97; Inter Press
Service, 09/11/97, 09/14/97; Spanish news service EFE, 09/15/97)
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